MOTION 


Street promotion in the form of 
posters plastered to walls is a guerilla 
type operation: trying to hit em high 
‘and hit ’em low while dodging MUC 
and Metro cops and irate store owners. 
Nobody wants the $50 first offence fine. 

Glue is messy but durable, tape is for 
the faint-hearted, and staples are great, 
but wood surfaces are at a premium. 

Taking it to the streets with promo- 
tion is the only alternative when it costs 
just as much to advertise Double Agent 
at Le Steppe as it does to alert the 
masses about a Culture Club two- 
nighter at the Forum. George may gross 
at $600,000, while Double Agent would 


be lucky to hit $800, but ad rates remain 


democratic. 

Some of the better poster campaigns 
of this year include Nasty Habits, for 
their nights at Cargo last ‘spring 


(although the=posters"were Unly, ury 


were everywhere); Junglebash 3 with 
heavy metro action and other unusual 
(eyecatching) places;. and the recent 


Minutemen and Double Agent blitzes Be Ue (consultant) 

for basic wide ranging coverage. ne 3 PRINTING: CUSAPRINT 
Handbills distributed after concerts is P.O. Box 296 

an effective approach, and press Montreal, Quebec 

releases with persistent telephone H4A 3P6_ 

follow-up to such media figures as local (514) 481-6009 


music critic John Griffin of The 
Gazette, and the CHOM D-J.’s among 
others, can wrap up the street work with 
a few free media plugs. : 

It’s hard to tell, though, whether 
street promotion really works. Even in. 
the upper ranks of advertising power — 


Decor minimalism is at Its best at Club 


Jambo Jambo, 282 St. Catherine West. This no = 
frills downtown nightspot, just a few doors 
east of the Spectrum, features Caribbean-Latin 
entertainment at rock bottom prices. Live — 
reggae, saisa, African, calypso on the 
weekend, and DJ, rap, limbo and other island 


: “Pm 


specialities (curry goat, anyone?) the rest of | 
the week happen in absolutely undecorated rooms scattered | 
with tables and chairs. Admission for live music peaks at $2. Seen? 


Three O’Clock Train made their se- 
cond Montreal appearance recently 
after their well-received debut at Le 
Steppe several weeks ago. They are 
made up of ex-Ulterior Motive members 
Dave Hill on bass and Pierre Perron on 
drums, and ex-Pseuds singer/guitarist 
Mac Mackenzie. Fans of both bands, as 
well as new converts, showed up to hear 


their brand of country, rock and pop, 


the phallic Orangina; 
“Open up a Lowenbrau”’ 

— it’s impossible to accurately 
measure advertising results. Nasty 


leaning heavily on the country. 

The original songs are catchy and 
danceable, and the covers well-chosen 
and performed. Their basic three-piece 


lineup gives a direct feel to the songs. ° 


They show humor and an understanding 
of the spirit of finer country songs, such 
as the ones they cover. Conway Twitty’s 


It’s Only Make Believe went over” 


smoothly, but the great Lonely Street 
didn’t fare so well, perhaps because it 
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Habits, for all their heroic effort, didn’t 
‘pack the Cargo, while the Junglebashes 
were packed with zero ad budgets and 
less than $150 each for printing. Big 
shows bomb financially too, though it’s 
less obvious with bigger crowds. 

In the promotion game, the real bot- 
tom line is that you take your chances 


Aug. 22 


Echo and the Bunnymen 


with what you’ve got. 


ws 


(w/ special.guests) The Fleshtones. 


Aug. 23 Donovan[fTICKETS at Spectrum & Ticketron 


DAE 


ALENDAR — 


Michael Mannix 


Theatre Shmeatre has no intention of 
sleéping with a corpse, actor Albert 
Nerenberg claimed last week in an ex- 
clusive FLASH interview. 

Nerenberg, 21, is one-fifth of Theatre 


Shmeatre, Montreal’s newest theatre 
sports/improvisation team. He argues 
that the history of youth oriented 
theatre is the history of necrophelia, and 
he wants no part of it. : 

Says Nerenberg: ‘‘Standard ‘youth 
Oriented’ theatre groups fuck dead art in 
front of an audience full of walking 
cadavers. They take ofd dead plays, 
dress them up, and pretend to bring 
them back to life. ; 

““We’re the real ‘youth oriented 
theatre.”’ 

The Shmeatre troupe’s authenticity is 
heightened by,three factors, Nerenberg 
says. 

(continued over) 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


Al. 


An exhibition worth visiting this sum- 
mer is situated in Firehall 15/Centre 
d’Art Contemporaine at 4247 St. 
Dominique, just north of Rachel. The 
old fire station has been renovated into 
an attractive exhibition space and 
should prove to be an important alter- 
native gallery in the future, if this ex- 
hibition is indicative of what is to come. 

The show, curated by Peter Kravzc 
and funded by Lavalin Corp., features 
the work of 17 artists from Ontario. The 
work in the show is eclectic, to say the 
least. The show is not coherent, but part 
of its vitality comes from the mix of 
styles and medium, convenientit united 


under the title of expressionism. Artists: 


such as Brian Burnett, Robert Youds 
and Oliver Girling have shown in Mon- 


-treal before, but many of the artists 


haven’t, and this show is a good oppor- 
tunity to see what’s happening in 
Toronto’s art community. The styles 
range from Neo-Realist to Neo-Naive to 
Neo-Primitive. There is literally 
something for everyone. It runs until 
September 15. 

Sam Budd 


SATURDAY 


Batman: Theatrprinz or Moralist? 


The Duo tracked down Catwoman 
(Eartha Kitt) at Commissioner 
Gordon’s request in a recent broadcast. 
Batgirl, was also involved. Queen Bess 
of Belgravia’s priceless gown was the 
feline felon’s target. So enormous was 
her ego, she told cattily clad col- 
laborators Angora and Manx that ‘‘we 
are in the Catbird seat.”’ 

Catwoman, garment hungry, crashed 
a fashion show. Batman and Robin, 
Boy Wonder, pursued her as far as that 
‘‘most hallowed and forbidden 
no-man’s land’’, the women’s dressing 
room, but no further. Batgirl continued 
and was kidnapped. 

““Holy Robert Louis Stevenson!”’ 
cried Robin. ‘‘Do you think she’ll kill 
Batgirl?” 

‘Or worse, Robin, or worse,’’ Bat- 
man answered. 

The Turgid Twosome assigned Alfred 
the task of rescuing Batgirl, while they 
prevented the provocative theft. 
**Nobody wants war,’’ Batman said into 
the camera. 

**Saints preserve us!’’ gasped Chief 
O’Hara, as Catwoman is discovered on 
the Queen’s throne. Crash! Boff! Bam! 
Crash! Whack! indicated the routing of 
evil forces by our heroes. Gotham is 
secure. 

(Batman can be seen on WCAX-3 on 
Sunday afternoons at 12:30.) 

Tan Carlin 


_ SUNDAY 


|. AUGUST 6-19. =.) : sae (harmonica pop)/Le Bie Mo * AMERICAN DEVICES (see Fri. | * HUMAN SWITCHBOARD 
= ate * ICA EVICES (alter- 10) : (dance/cabaret)/Pepper Box 
2 ge ie AGENT (ska)/S‘ation _ native)iCargo © SUZIE Q (see Thu. 9) ¢ THEATRE SHMEATRE (theatre 
MON DAY a TU ES DAY — WE D N ES DAY incase * SUZIE Q (see Thu. 9) ¢ DOUBLE AGENT (see Thu. 9) improv)/Le Steppe 
esas timo debi * DOUBLE AGENT (see Thu. 9) * NEW HORIZONS (see Thu.9) | * BOB HARRISON BLUES 
: mmraray OF TRUTH (com: * NEW HORIZONS (see Thu. 9) — * MINISTRY OF TRUTH (see BAND (see Wed. 8) 
6 7 8 mercial ;oumeiaou : ae ag OF TRUTH (see Thu, 9) * STROMBRINGER (see Tue. 7) 
U. * BOB HARRISON BLUES ° DR. TED (dij/live 
° MUSICAL SUICIDE * BOYS DU SEVERE ‘cold’ ie RANE aca —— * BOB HARRISON BLUES. BAND (see Wed. 8) band?/call)/Carge 
(hardcore)/Cargo music)/Foufounes ® CENTRAL (pop)/Station 10 © “ghernation band” BAND (see Wed. 8} . ¢ STORMBRINGER (see Tue. 7) 


e J.R. EXPRESS (reggae)/Fou- 
founes 


* STORMBRINGER (commercial 
metal)/Mustache 


BAND/Blue Note 


* EASTERLINE (blues)/Biue 


Note 


* BOB HARRISON BLUES 


(call)/Stripes 
* STORMBRINGER (see Wed. 8) 


° TRANSPARENCE ( re) 
rock)/Foufounes ~— 14 15 


* NO POLICY — HONEST IN- 
JUN (hardceore)/Cargo 


Note 


¢ THE DARNED (cowpunk)/Le 
Steppe 

¢ WAYNE PRUE AND THE 10 
NIGHT TRAIN (R&B)/Biue 


¢ “metal band” (call)/Mustache 


CLUBS LISTED 


¢ Blue Note/40 St. Paul E./ 
875-5126 

* Café Campus/3315 Queen 

~.Mary Rd./735-1259 


* Foufounes Electriques/97 St. 
Catherine £./845-5484 

* La Gare/5801 Sty Lawrence/ 
273-0087 

* Le Grand Bock/893 St. 
Catherine W./842-6562 

¢ Mustache/1443 Ciosse/ 


523-8708 
W./934-0484 
270-7641 


¢ THE DARNED (see Tue. 14) 


* Pourquoi Pas/500 Rachel E./ 
* Station 10/2071 St. Catherine 
© Le Steppe/5175 Park Ave./ 


* Stripes/4372 St. Lawrence/ 


° “garage band” (call)/Station — 16 


¢ JAH CUTTER (reggae)/Station 

10 

* 3 O'CLOCK TRAIN 
(cowpunk)/Le Steppe 

¢ NEW HORIZONS 
(reggae)/Club Jambo Jambo 

¢ CORROSION OF CONFORMI- 
TY (hardcore)/Cargo 

¢ JAMES McDONALD GROUP 

e (commercial rock)/Tatou 


16) 


* DOUBLE AGENT (ska)/Cargo 
¢ JAH CUTTA (see Thu. 16) 
¢ 3 O’CLOCK TRAIN (see Thu. 


FS 18 


¢ WAYNE PRUE AND THE 
NIGHT TRAIN (see Tue. 14) ¢ WAYNE PRUE AND THE 


¢ JAMES McDONALD GROUP 


¢ STORMBRINGER (see Tue. 7) * “alternative band” (see Thu. 9) 


* DOUBLE AGENT (see Fri. 17 19 
¢ JAH CUTTA (see Thu. 16) 
¢ NEW HORIZONS (see Thu. 16) * HUMAN SWITCHBOARD 
° 3 O'CLOCK TRAIN (see Thu. 
* NEW HORIZONS (see Thu. 16) 16) 
WAYNE PRUE AND THE 
NIGHT TRAIN (see Tue. 14) 
* JAMES McDONALD GROUP 
(see Thu. 16) 


(dance/cabaret)/Pepper Box 
¢ THEATRE SHMEATRE (theatre 
improv)/Le Steppe 


NIGHT TRAIN (see Tue. 14) 
“metal band” (see Tue. 14) 


© Cargo/4177 St. Denis/849-4698 931-2575 845-5447 * WAYNE PRUE AND THE ‘* \ : (see Thu. 16) rll 
* Club ee ag St. ¢ Pepper Box/1285 de Maison- * Tatou/3519 St. Lawrence/ NIGHT TRAIN (see Tue. 14) ek eee ee " : : beg ut 
Catherine W.~ nt neuve W./282-0220 843-6670 ; ¢ “metal band” (see Tue. 14) and?/call)/Cargo 


After rolling into town with some 
fanfare only a few months ago, the Dub 
Rifles have disbanded. Temporarily is 
still the official word, but a reunion in 
the near future is really up in the air. 

This talented Winnipeg band decided 
to make Montreal their base from which 
to ‘‘dominate the Canadian music 
scene,’ as now ex-manager Hugh 
Vanbibber-Orr put it in a media quote 
late last winter. 

Internal strife and lack of money and 
work led to the split, with lead 
singer/guitarist Colin and saxman Clint 
heading back to Winnipeg after a final 

‘engagement at Teronto’s El Mocambo 
last June. Since then, most of the band 
has followed, leaving drummer Eloi as 
the only original band member left in 
the city. 

Vanbibber-Orr says the band was 
‘‘most interested in smoking,”’ citing a 
lack of discipline, musical and other- 
wise, while Eloi blames the breakup on 
soft management leading to financial 
chaos. 

Despite airplay on CBC’s Brave New 
Waves, CFMB and CHOM’s New 
Music Foundation, backed by frequent 
well-publicized concerts, the Dubs 
didn’t develop an instant following. 

Well, that’s showbiz, but the loss to 
the music scene shouldn’t be taken light- 
ly. It goes to show that individual sup- 
port is essential to the survival of good 
alternatives in entertainment. Let’s 
hope the Dub Rifles will get back on 


Line: real soon. 
Masami 
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Out at Station 10 ( x) 
last night — } 


How did you enjoy 7 
¢he band? He) 
Theu're reall < 
we A Sensing 


lf big name coricert ticket prices 


are driving you out-of the live show |. 


habit, take heart. We picked up a 
pair of decent whites for Bruce Spr- 
ingsteen at scalpers prices only 
minutes after the show started. The 
price: $5! That’s right, five dollars a 
pair, and our guy alone had at least 
a couple of dozen more tickets to 
clear. Over-hype about the sold-out 
show (which apparently. wasn’t, 


anyway) was blamed for the lack of | 


demand. 


mMuSsSIC (continued) 


was the first time performed in public. 
Alex Chilton’s September Girls werft 
much better this time, and Lonely Street 
should improve likewise. 

The band shifts easily from slow 
country numbers to much faster songs, 
and the set is well balanced. Songs like 


wid, Bir Red San, Sweet Diamond — 


Eyes, and Honey, Please Put Down 
That Gun have people dancing as well as 
taking note of the lyrics. The Devil 
Likes Me is from Ulterior Motive, and a 
few songs like Sally Swings are ex- 
Pseuds, but most were written for this 
band in particular. 

They were well received by the, mixed 
audience and, as one member of the au- 
dience said, ‘‘If they can make me enjoy 
sountry music, they’ve got to be good:’’ 

Johnny Smith 


RECORD CAVE Ltd. 


eYour record specialist 
& western 


¢ Clothing and-?-shirts 


1587 ST-LAURENT 
Montréal Qué. H2X 2S9 — 
844-6208 


iali for 
rock, new wave, jazz, classical 
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Stripes (4372 St. Laurent) is presently 
the only Montreal club combining live 
comedy and music on weekend nights. 
Located just north of Marie-Anne St., 
it’s a bit out of the way, but this colour- 
ful little bar strikes all the right notes in 
decor and stage location. The stripes are 


yellow and blue, and the color scheme. 


gives the place a very pop appearance. 
The stage location is great,.visible from 
every seat.in the house, unless you’re 
asleep at the bar. 


Manager Aldo Dominni said he en- | 


courages bands to play their own 
material. He has decided to concentrate 


_ on original local music, hiring a book- 
‘ ing agent (Joe Dimauro ) familiar with 
’ the local music scene. 


When asked 
about alternative music, he seemed ge- 
nuinely- apprehensive that this meant 
punk rock in the strict hardcore sense, 


which he made known the club would 
definitely mo. accumodate. 


There is no cover charge most nights, 
but for imported acts such as the 
Michael Fury opening gig and Ben- 
jamin’s Gravity with comic duo The 
Norm, a four dollar cover will include a 
free drink. Beer prices are $2.50, with li- 
quor a dollar steeper. Doors open at 8 
p.m. and the first set starts at 10 on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights. 

Kevin Keenan 


_ RECORDS & TAPES 


Visit Our Second Store At 
5018 Sherbrooke W. (at Claremont 


3416 Park at Sherbrooke 


DEJA VU DISQUES 


BUY & SELL USED 


RECORDS, CASSETTES 
MAGAZINES, VIDEO 


486 St. Catherine O. 866-6016 
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As a generalization, I hate going to 
clubs. Boring, repetitive music pounds 
from oversized speakers, forcing con- 
versation to the level of a scream 
delivered inghes from the ear of the reci- 
pient, A blank look, a mouthed 
‘*What?’’, necessitates the repetition of 
the meaningless inanities the conversa- 
tional faculties produce, dulled as they 
are by the hypnotic disco beat and a 
mouth bone-dry from too much beer, 
too many cigarettes. Waitresses prowl, 
capitalizing on discomfort, for drinking 
anesthetizes and lends activity to the 
hands and mouth. I think it’s a plot. 

This is why a visit to the Pepper Box 
proved surprising last night. Comfor- 
table sofas line the walls; the lighting is 
correct; and the sound system, while 
satisfactorily overpowering on the 
dance floor, faded to a volume which 
allowed” normal conversation. at our 
table. Instead of relying solely on the 
latest popular music (seemingly either 


‘mindlessly pleasant or of a depressing 


genre I call ‘‘doom disco’’) the DJ in- 
corporated the best of today and of the 
last three decades. I’m going there 


tomorrow night to catch New Horizons, 
and skank the night away. 
Hugh Vanbibber-Orr . 
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BOUTIQUE-VETEMENTS: DIVERS 
VENTE: ACHAT 


3 ii i” fucken Clothes* 


RECORDS: Sales-Rentais 


SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP 
OFFER 


° 10 FREE*RENTALS (for every new 
membefship) 


¢ FUJI FR-IIl chromeC-90 $2.25 (limit 
10 per customer) . 


1479 Mansfield 


THEATRE erir.cs 


1. All the participants — ,Douglas 
McDowall, Catherine Bainbridge, 
Shawn Goldwater, Matthew Taylor, 
and Nerenberg — 


theatre. 


.2. Most have no acting experience. 

3, All have a really bad attitude. ° 
_ “A bad attitude is very important,”’ 
affirms Nerenberg. ‘‘We’re trying to 
make people realize that it’s.good to 
have a bad attitude — towards jobs, 
towards school. I mean, the educational 
system trains you not to be spon- 
taneous, not to embarrass yourself. 

‘Basically spontaneity is a very 
political thing. I think you need a bad 
attitude just in order to become a 
human being.’’ 


Theatre Shmeatre takes place every 


Sunday night at Le Steppe, 5175 Park 
Avenue. Four performers are divided 
into two teams and pitted against each 
other in a series of improvisational 
dramatic showdowns, or as they prefer 
to call them, games. 

Judges (members of the audience) 
score the skits, and by the end of the 
evening, after the audience has hopeful- 
ly had their share of laughs and sur- 
prises, One team reigns victorious. 

Theatre Shmeatre was founded in 
May, out of the remnants of Paper 
Moon Theatre. They borrowed the idea 
of theatre sports from the Ligue Na- 
tionale des Improvisations, although 
they admit that the LNI had several dif- 
ferences — they were apolitical and had 
experienced actors, for starters, 

Obviously anything as dicey as live 
improvisation is going to blow hot and 
cold, and skit quality is likely to range 
from hilarious to not-so-hilarious to 
outright miserable failure, but there is 
always @ lot of energy and willingness to 
experiment. Theatre Shmeatre costs $3, 
and is well worth checking out. 


Alastair Sutherlahid _ 


BOOKS - NEWSPAPERS . MAGAZINES 


MULTIMAGS INC. 


trvepce 'OllpPNwaUY . PEVIIFSe 


1370 DE MAISONNEUVE W.., 
MONTREAL, QUE. H3G IN! 


FUTURISM ... 


JAH CUTTA 


hate traditional 


ROCK & COMEDY BAR. 
LIVE BANDS 


Mon-Wed: Video Movies 


4732 St. Lawrence (near Mont Royal) 


. BOUTIQUE 
5711 
SHERBROOKE WEST 


DESIGN 


“sisting mn 


Montreal's most arresting live venue! | 


CENTRAL (Aug. 8) 


DOUBLE AGENT 
All shows FREE 


“2071 St. Catherine W. 934-0484 


If you believe most commercial media 
advertising for upcoming concerts, 
Montreal is constantly being treated to 
‘the best show of the year’’ and the 
‘‘most incredible double bill of the cen- 


tury’’. Nevertheless, it is probably safe 
to say that the upcoming Echo and the 
Bunnymen/Fleshtones show (August 22 
at the Spectrum) will prove to be one of 
the hottest shows of the year, and well 
worth your concert dollar. 

Headliner Echo and the Bunnymen 
already have a strong following in the 
city, after their only previous concert 
here back in April, 1981. Arch-foes of 
‘farena rock’’, the Bunnymen pride 
themselves on their musicianship and 
stage presence, appearing last with an 
entire violin and cello string section. 
Vocalist/ guitarist Ian McCulloch has 
been quoted as saying, ‘‘I’m a genius, 
but everyone should know that by 
now,’’ and ‘‘If you couldn’t tell, I’m the 
son of God,’’ but that will be up to the 
concert goers to decide. 

The Fleshtones, opening for the Bun- 
nymen, are a New York City outfit with 
a powerful reputation’ for live perfor- 
mances. Anyone who has heard their 
debut album Roman Gods, their latest 
release, Hexbreaker, or seen their per- 
formance in Urgh: A Music War, can 
easily imagine the impact. of the 
Fleshtones live. By critical consensus, 
their recording work has never fully 
captured the essential Fleshtone rep as 
Kings of Garage Rock, New York style. 
Montrealers will have the opportunity 
to find out for themselves at their first 
appearance here. 

Watch for complete; exclusive 
FLASH coverage of the show, but don’t 


uoe that a> an cACUSe to milvs owcing aad 
hearing first ~hand.a taste of 
unhomogenized new music. 

Michael Mannix 


LE CLUB 


STRIPES 


Happy Hour 


845-5447 


ASSERTIVE | 


(Aug. 9-11) 
(Aug. 16-18) 


